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cessfully designed and built in the reasonably near
future. However, for reasons that were discussed
above, a large number of ships, of 100 to 350 tons, with
frequent departures, will render better service, and
will probably remain the flagships of the intercon-
tinental flying fleet during the next twenty-five years.
The land transports probably will not reach this
tonnage, because the sizes of airports, difficulties con-
nected with the use of too big landing gears, and,
finally, the advantages of frequent schedules, will place
a limitation on the practical size of land transports of
between 50 and 100 tons.
The loo-ton trans-oceanic flying boat is, however,
the prospect of the immediate future. Within a few
years we will travel to Europe on ships that will cross
the Atlantic in less than twenty hours. The flight will
be luxurious and pleasant. There will be some fifty
comfortable state-rooms, a large dining-salon that
may be used for dancing or games in the evening,
promenade decks, smoking lounges, a library, com-
fortable living quarters for the crew and, in general,
most of the accommodations found on a first-class
yacht, except the swimming pool.
Few people, however, outside of the men directly
connected with aeronautics realize that, beyond the
obviously important engineering problems that cover
the design of such an aircraft and its power plant,
there are other new complexities connected with the
equipment of these flying hotels of the immediate
future. There is the problem of heating while the
metal body of the flying ship is cooled by the 200 mile
wind at -Go degrees Fahrenheit of the substratosphere.
There is the electric power plant to supply the energy